Easier News

How to make news for and with
people with learning disabilities
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Do you watch the news?
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’ Harry
Can people with

a learning disability Vijay
access BBC News?

Natalie



https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/8qsxmph9nbr1khn0nup8m/GAAD-easy-news-video-1-v3.mov?rlkey=yuwonugb9xpjscolws7ny7rqf&st=gczzq7ne&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/8qsxmph9nbr1khn0nup8m/GAAD-easy-news-video-1-v3.mov?rlkey=yuwonugb9xpjscolws7ny7rqf&st=gczzq7ne&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/akfkkb1kx9r6k9zuj7eih/GAAD-easy-news-video-1-v3.mov?rlkey=ufaspt2k3xhc0z0lkd0r76vew&st=e99nsaoc&dl=0

“A lot of news
seems like it's made
to distress people,
made to make
people scared.
And... it's not fair for
some people —
especially for people
with a learning
disability.”



N\

Why does this matter?
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Why does this matter?
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Why does this matter?

“These people who
make fake news...
for people reading it
— especially people
with learning
disabilities — it's
very, very confusing.
And that's why we
need reputable
news.”
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Why does this matter?

“‘Sometimes | have to ask
my dad what's going on
and then | get my dad’s
opinions. And | know my
friends have a lot of their
parents’ opinions, and it
was really difficult when
there was a lot about trans
[issues in the news]. And |
didn’t get the chance to
get the information and
make my own opinions.”
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Why does this matter? ‘; b |

“| do like watching
the news. | find it
quite interesting, the
whole of the world
and the country,
Donald Trump and
the Prime
Minister...”
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So is anyone doing
news for people with a

learning disability? P SV
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Latvia
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Inclusion in hews 1. News should be
means... easy to
understand

(Accessibility)



Inclusion in hews
means...

2. News should
show more
people with a
learning disability

(Representation)




Inclusion in hews 3. People with a

means... learning
disability should
help make the
news

(Participation)



sentation

@ tagesschau - Susanne Holst


https://www.bbc.com/ws/av-embeds/articles/cy0grkwd3zlo/p0jyd0k8/en-GB
https://www.tagesschau.de/tagesschau_in_einfacher_sprache
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/9xixlbdyvcl0uw4ji7ef9/xmas-news-original-version.mp4?rlkey=p3ee57u3iyect3l05aoa222kk&st=453mo2gz&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/bhucczv54ll3iz9jj39u1/presents-PL-v2.mp4?rlkey=5fq26rxhnudr5jddtr46ujpeu&st=wt5sn92u&dl=0

@ tagesschau Susanne Holst
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How should news for people with a learning disability look?
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15 people
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16 people
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What should news broadcasters do first?

A. Make their news easier to understand *Tﬂ?T*T*
vﬂﬂﬂ

frereeTe

B. Give people with learning disabilities
a show

C Daoan’t knAwy



BBC Pilot 1

Natalie

An easy news story delivered to camera


https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/j4fh8d8avmmiftdoafyvr/Easy-News-Riots-PTC-Natalie.mp4?rlkey=x54nr31aybpfhevrvx30gx51y&st=t8ga9jb7&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/2x17v9bt9x1ckfapzmf2w/Easy-News-Riots-Pilot-PTC-Hattie.mp4?rlkey=c18x1pm7a9eml3n58llui1cj2&st=vxa1qkre&dl=0

“That was much easier to
understand. It was less
stressful. | liked the recap
at the end.”

“That was a lot slower and
not too many videos. |
would like to see news like
this for local and
worldwide.”
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“It understands why we
might be scared. It had
clearly divided sections. It
linked to us to tell us what
to do.”

HARRY

N\

“‘Natalie explained it better
because she’s a lived
experience person like all
of us, with a learning
disability.”



Plus some constructive feedback...

“I lost concentration
easily. The person being
interviewed should have
pictures alongside the
talk.”



BBC Pilot 2
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An easy chat about social care



https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/bq67n578uy08t0kitxbc4/GAAD-easy-news-video-3.mov?rlkey=judw3rlq6wquof06zvfwqgkxu&st=r4yq5htu&dl=0

\ What did people think?

AMY

RAHIMA
ﬂ.k

“It is accessible. It has “It's good to know people “I like that they had a
straightforward questions.” with learning disability disabled person to ask
have their own show.” questions as it feels that

they have represented
me.”



Plus some constructive feedback...

PAUL

“The main news BBC
background should be
used so that it feels like
real news.”



Participation in news
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Do you want your news

T R

e‘ou iInformation about services, and advice
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| think the BBC should

RER. e e g 1. Make daily news
3'3, = é" that is easier to

o
BT Te sl understand

BERE NEWS
* Follow @BBCNews = @BBCBreaking




\ | think the BBC should

2. Create a weekly
programme that
Is aimed at people
with a learning
disability




\ | think the BBC could...

Do easy news online

Work with a partner on a
training scheme for
people with learning
disabilities

Start a news club for
people with a
learning disability

Form an advisory
group to guide how
they make easy
news



INSTITUTE

What can you do about this?



Thank you!

Full report Easy-read summary
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